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mark this occasion, it is appropriate to 
reflect on the progress that Puerto 
Rico has made in fulfilling the aspira-
tions expressed in our Constitution and 
to acknowledge the distance we have 
left to travel. 

Our Constitution reflects the values 
and dreams of our people. Its words re-
inforce our commitment to democracy 
and equality and confirm that we 
treasure both our Puerto Rican roots 
and our American citizenship. 

Over time, the bonds between Puerto 
Rico and the United States have grown 
stronger. Like so many American sto-
ries, this is the chronicle of progress, 
evolution, and the steady march to-
wards a more perfect Union. 

But the aspirations of our Constitu-
tion have yet to be realized. There will 
be no democracy for Puerto Rico until 
its people have a real voice in making 
the national laws that govern their 
lives, and there will be no equality so 
long as they can be treated differently 
than their fellow citizens simply be-
cause they live in a territory. 

Today I renew my pledge to fight so 
that one day democracy and equality 
will prevail in Puerto Rico. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, on its 
75th anniversary, August 14, Social Se-
curity is once again under assault by 
congressional Republicans. Social Se-
curity has been, for 75 years, a bedrock 
promise. You earned it with a lifetime 
of hard work, and it should be there for 
you for future generations. 

If Republicans had succeeded, seniors 
would have lost trillions more in the 
stock market meltdown of the Bush re-
cession. But, instead, no one lost a 
penny in Social Security. 

Social Security is not the cause of 
our budget deficits, and benefit cuts 
should not be the solution. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 4213, UNEM-
PLOYMENT COMPENSATION EX-
TENSION ACT OF 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1550 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1550 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 4213) to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
certain expiring provisions, and for other 
purposes, with the Senate amendment to the 
House amendment to the Senate amendment 
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order except 
those arising under clause 10 of rule XXI, a 

motion offered by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means or his designee 
that the House concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment. The Senate amendment shall be 
considered as read. The motion shall be de-
batable for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the motion to final 
adoption without intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the distinguished gentlewoman from 
North Carolina, Dr. FOXX. All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members be given 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 1550. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

This resolution provides for consider-
ation of the Senate amendment to the 
House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 4213, the Unem-
ployment Compensation Extension Act 
of 2010, finally. 

The rule makes in order a motion of-
fered by the chair of the Committee on 
Ways and Means or his designee that 
the House concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment to H.R. 4213. The 
rule provides 1 hour of debate on the 
motion equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the motion ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of 
rule XXI. Finally, the rule provides 
that the Senate amendment shall be 
considered as read. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4213, the Restora-
tion of Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 2010, ensures that 
much-needed Federal assistance con-
tinues to reach the millions of Ameri-
cans struggling to find a job, trying to 
keep their homes and doing the best 
they can to provide for their families. 

This legislation is long overdue with 
unemployment benefits having expired 
on June 1 of this year. Though I am 
pleased that this legislation is retro-
active to that date, millions of Ameri-
cans who desperately needed our sup-
port were left hanging by the egregious 
obstructionism that prevented this leg-
islation from moving forward. 

While the other party is content with 
giving themselves a pat on the back for 
every roadblock they throw in front of 
the Democratic bill, I remind my col-

leagues that they are playing with the 
livelihoods of countless, hardworking 
Americans. What is merely a political 
win for them is, in reality, another 
family that can’t make rent, can’t send 
their kids to college, or can’t pay their 
medical bills. 

As we are well aware, much of the de-
bate surrounding this bill has centered 
on its cost. Now, we, in the Democratic 
Party, believe that balancing the budg-
et is vital for our long-term prosperity, 
but it cannot be done on the backs of 
struggling Americans. 

Over the past few weeks, my Repub-
lican colleagues have railed on about 
Democrats not cutting the deficit or 
spending beyond our means. But I won-
der if my Republicans colleagues have 
looked in the mirror lately. 

I have been here for some time; and I 
can’t, for the life of me, remember any 
calls for fiscal discipline when their 
party was cutting taxes for million-
aires and billionaires, sending a blank 
check overseas, or squandering $127 bil-
lion Federal budget surplus. 

Time and again, my colleagues’ ac-
tions simply do not match their rhet-
oric. Further cutting the budget and 
denying unemployment benefits aren’t 
going to make jobs magically appear. 

b 1030 
Such actions will only cause our 

economy to contract and leave more 
people out in the cold. Our economy 
needs a deliberate, targeted approach 
to job creation and economic growth, 
and that is what Democrats will pro-
vide. 

To say, as my colleagues often do, 
that Democrats are moving in the 
wrong direction and doing nothing to 
create jobs is simply a bold-faced lie. 
Over the last 11⁄2 years we’ve gone from 
a period of negative growth to con-
sistent increases in our GDP. We’ve 
gone from 22 months of job loss to 6 
straight months of private-sector job 
creation, albeit not nearly enough. 
We’ve gone from shuttered factories to 
the largest 12-month gain in industrial 
production since 1998. Make no mis-
take, job creation is the number one 
priority for Democrats, but as the job 
market recovers, there remain far too 
many who are out of work and losing 
hope. 

While my Republican colleagues 
question the need to lend a hand to 
those who are struggling, I question 
their aversion to provide opportunity 
to those who have none. Maybe there 
are no poor people in some of my col-
leagues’ districts, but in the district 
that I am privileged to represent, peo-
ple are hurting. From Pahokee to Pem-
broke Pines, people simply cannot find 
work. They are pounding the pave-
ment, willing to take anything that 
comes their way, and in the meantime 
they need our help. 

You see, Mr. Speaker, what Repub-
licans seem to consider reckless spend-
ing, the people in the district that I 
serve consider a vital lifeline. There 
are 170,000 Floridians that are unem-
ployed at this time. What Republicans 
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